
Principal’s update

As we experience the exceptionally warm weather this week, I 
would like to take a moment to thank all of our parents and 
carers for your continued support and understanding.

The health, safety and wellbeing of our pupils and staff remain 
our highest priority. During periods of extreme heat, we make 
adjustments to the school day to help keep everyone 
comfortable and safe, including encouraging regular hydration, 
encouraging pupils to use the shaded outdoor areas, adapting 
physical activities where necessary, and ensuring children have 
opportunities to cool down.

We are grateful for your support in sending children to school 
with water bottles, suitable clothing and sun protection. These 
simple measures make a significant difference and help us 
ensure that pupils can continue to learn and thrive despite the 
challenging conditions.

I would also like to thank our dedicated staff, who have worked 
tirelessly to maintain a positive and productive learning 
environment throughout the heatwave. The patience, 
cooperation and resilience shown by our entire school 
community have been greatly appreciated.

Thank you for continuing to work in partnership with us. 
Together, we can ensure that our children remain safe, happy 
and ready to learn.

Mrs Nel
Principal
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Dates for your diary

2nd July
Cello Celebration

3rd July
Lark in the Park

8th July
Federation Athletics

10th July 
Montem in Concert - a 
spectacular instrumental 
performance

17th July
Y6 Graduation

20th July
Prizegiving Assemblies

Wednesday 22nd July
End of school year, school closes 
at 2.00pm

Thursday 3rd September
First day of school for children.

 

Attendance
The class with the best attendance 
this week is: 

🥇1st place:  
3 Cedar  - 93%

🥈2nd place: 
2 Cedar & 4 Cedar - 92.6%    

🥉3rd place: 
3 Oak - 92%
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Lark in the Park

This is one of our favourite days of 
the year, when our entire school 
community joins in the fun and 
laughter on our school field and 
playground.
Preparations are well underway 
but a few more donations of the 
following would be very welcome.

● Clean Jars filled with small 
treats such as stickers, 
crayons, sweets, beads, toys, 
marbles, lego etc.

● Soft toys, clean and in good 
condition.

● Vegetarian samosas, 
delivered on the morning of 
Lark for our refreshment 
area.

Children will be dismissed at 
2.00pm into the care of their 
parents and carers.

A letter will come home on 
Monday regarding children who 
usually walk home alone - don’t 
forget to fill it in and return it 
before Friday.

All the money raised goes to 
support children via ActionAid, or 
our children here at Montem.

Thank you.
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A Star Performance at the 
Reading Hexagon

One of the highlights of the week 
was our choir's outstanding 
performance
at the Reading Hexagon Concert. 
They represented Montem Academy
brilliantly, performing with 
confidence, enthusiasm and pride. It 
was wonderful to see our pupils 
showcasing their musical talents on 
such a prestigious stage, and their 
dedication and commitment 
throughout weeks of rehearsals truly 
paid off.
I would also like to extend my 
sincere thanks to Mrs Southwick 
and the members of staff who 
accompanied and supported the 
choir. Opportunities like these 
require a great deal of planning, 
preparation and commitment 
behind the scenes. We are incredibly 
grateful for the time, energy and 
encouragement they give to our 
pupils, helping to create memorable 
experiences that inspire confidence 
and a love of performing. Their 
support played a vital role in making 
this event such a success.

Well done to everyone involved – 
you made us all incredibly proud!
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Nursery Farm Visit

Our Nursery children had a fantastic visit 
from the farm last week, where they enjoyed 
an exciting hands-on learning experience 
and had the opportunity to get up close to a 
variety of farm animals.

The children demonstrated excellent 
behaviour throughout the day.  It was lovely 
to see their confidence grow as they 
interacted with the animals and took part in 
new experiences.

The children were full of excitement and 
eager to share their experiences with family 
and friends.
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TPFAT Y5 & Y6 Tennis Event

On Friday 19th June, a group of pupils from Year 5 and Year 6 represented Montem at The Park 
Federation Academy Trust Tennis Tournament which was hosted at our school.

The event brought together pupils from schools across the federation, providing a fantastic 
opportunity for children to develop their tennis skills, compete in a friendly environment and 
meet pupils from other schools. Throughout the tournament, our pupils demonstrated 
determination, resilience and excellent sportsmanship, approaching every match with 
enthusiasm and a positive attitude.

We are incredibly proud of all the pupils who took part and would like to thank them for their 
commitment and effort. They were outstanding ambassadors for our school and thoroughly 
deserved the success and enjoyment they experienced during the tournament.

"I never worry about the problem. I worry 
about the solution. And part of the solution is 
always playing fair." — Shaquille O'Neal 
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Celebrating Our School Games Platinum 
Award

We are delighted to share the fantastic news 
that our PE Department has been awarded the 
School Games Platinum Award for the second 
consecutive time. This nationally recognised 
accolade celebrates our outstanding 
commitment to the development of physical 
education, school sport and physical activity 
both within our school and across the wider 
community.

This prestigious achievement would not have 
been possible without the enthusiasm, 
dedication and support of our pupils, parents, 
carers and staff. Whether through participation 
in PE lessons, attendance at before and 
after-school clubs, involvement in competitions 
and festivals, engagement in sports leadership 
opportunities, or support for sporting events, 
every contribution has helped us foster a 
positive, inclusive and thriving sporting culture.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to 
all of our pupils for their effort, commitment 
and exemplary sportsmanship, and to our 
parents and carers for their continued 
encouragement and support. We would also 
like to thank our dedicated PE Coaches, Mr 
Milstead and Mr Walters, whose enthusiasm, 
expertise and commitment have played a 
significant role in providing high-quality 
sporting opportunities for our pupils.

This award is a testament to what we can 
achieve when we work together, and we are 
incredibly proud of our school community. We 
look forward to building on this success and 
continuing to inspire a lifelong love of physical 
activity, healthy lifestyles and sport.

Thank you for helping us achieve this wonderful 
recognition.
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Money Matters in Reception

We have had a very busy week in Reception! As part 
of our maths learning, we have been exploring 
money and learning to recognise and use 1p, 2p, 5p 
and 10p coins. The children enjoyed making 
purchases in our pretend shop, identifying and 
sorting different coins, and finding the correct 
amounts to pay for items.

They particularly loved adding different coins 
together to work out the total amount needed. It has 
been wonderful to see their growing confidence and 
enthusiasm when using money in practical, real-life 
situations.



Click here to complete the form 

https://forms.gle/kZQnMKmvARxPESQL6
https://forms.gle/kZQnMKmvARxPESQL6
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Stay Sun Safe 
We all love spending time in the sun, but it's important that your children are safe. As 
the weather gets warmer, please apply suncream to your child at home and ensure 
they bring a named sun hat to school each day.

How do you stay safe in the sun?
● Stay indoors and out of the sun. This is especially important at midday, when the 

sun’s rays are strongest.
● Cover up. Wear long-sleeved shirts and long trousers to protect your skin. If they 

are in light colours and fabrics, you won’t get too hot.
● Wear a hat. Protect your head!
● Wear sunglasses to protect your eyes from the sun’s rays.
● Apply sunscreen regularly, especially if you are playing sports or swimming. Use 

a high SPF and check the expiration date on your sunscreen.

 

Chalvey Grove Parking Notice
Please do not stop or park on the entrance markings, yellow zig-zag lines, 
or on the curb. We have received complaints from residents about blocked 
driveways and unsafe parking.

Please be respectful and abide by road laws and do not:
● Mount or parking on the curb as this blocks pedestrians, wheelchair 

users, or pushchairs,
● Parking on yellow zig-zag lines is illegal.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration for our local community.

Stay Hydrated – Drink Plenty of Water
Keeping hydrated helps children to stay focused, energised, and ready to learn 
throughout the day. Even mild dehydration can affect concentration, mood, and 
memory.

Why hydration matters:
● Improves concentration and focus in lessons
● Boosts energy levels and reduces tiredness
● Supports physical health, including digestion and temperature control
● Helps prevent headaches and irritability

Please ensure your child brings a named water bottle to school every day. We 
encourage regular drinking and refilling throughout the day.
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