
Principal’s update

This week, I would like to reinforce the importance of reading and 
the significant impact it can have on a child's future success.

Research consistently shows that children who read for pleasure 
perform better academically, develop a wider vocabulary, increase 
their general knowledge and gain a deeper understanding of the 
world around them. Even just a few minutes of daily reading can 
make a real difference.

As parents and carers, you play a vital role in nurturing a love of 
reading. Reading together, talking about books and making time 
for stories at home are some of the most effective ways to support 
your child's learning. Parents are a child's first and most influential 
teachers, and your encouragement can help foster positive reading 
habits that last a lifetime.

To support you, we have shared a Parents' Guide to Reading, which 
contains practical tips and ideas for encouraging reading at home. I 
hope you find it both useful and inspiring. Download the ‘Parents’ 
guide to reading’ here. I hope you find it useful.

Thank you for your continued support in helping our children 
become confident, enthusiastic readers. 

As we look ahead, we are excited for our upcoming Sports Days, 
which provide a fantastic opportunity for pupils to take part in 
healthy competition, develop their teamwork skills and celebrate 
their achievements. We look forward to welcoming families to 
these events and cheering on our children as they participate.

Mrs Nel
Principal

June 19th, 2026
Edition 7

Montem Newsletter

Dates for your diary

22nd June
Choir at Reading Hexagon 
Concert 6:30 - 8:00pm 
(Selected Pupils)

Please Note: Sports Days are 
cancelled due to the 
extreme heat predicted for 
next week.

22nd, 24th - 26th & 30th 
June Y3 Burnham Beeches 

1st July
Y2 Ruislip Lido Trip
Nursery Sports Day

3rd July
Lark in the Park from 2pm

6th - 10th July 
Y1 - Y5 Assessment Week

 

Attendance
The class with the best 
attendance this week is: 

🥇1st place:  
R Sequoia - 98.3%

🥈2nd place: 
6B Redwood - 98%    

🥉3rd place: 
3 Redwood, 2 Redwood,            
6B Oak - 97.3%

Classes with 100% 
attendance will have a 
non-uniform day 

http://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/Learner/Primary/Primary%20parents/Pearson_EnjoyReading_03.pdf
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Summer Reading Challenge 2026 – Read to the Beat!

Today, we were delighted to welcome representatives from Slough Library, who visited the school to 
launch this year's Summer Reading Challenge – Read to the Beat!

During the assembly, pupils learned how they can take part in the challenge by reading six library 
books over the summer. Along the way, they can collect rewards, with those who complete the 
challenge receiving a certificate and medal. Younger children can also join the Mini Challenge and 
earn stickers.

The challenge is a fantastic way to encourage children to continue reading during the summer 
holidays and develop a lifelong love of books. It is free to take part and runs from 30th June to 12th 
September.

We would like to thank Slough Libraries for inspiring our pupils and encouraging them to enjoy 
reading throughout the summer.

For more information, visit summerreadingchallenge.org.uk.
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Coffee Morning for Parents

We would like to invite you to our upcoming relaxed, non-judgemental weekly Coffee Morning.

When:  Wednesday 24th June 2026
Where: The Development Centre

Topic: Helping your child with Transition
As we approach the end of the academic year, many children can experience a range of emotions 
about moving on to a new year group or transitioning to secondary school.

This workshop will provide guidance on how to support your child(ren) through these changes.
This is a great opportunity to:

● Gain practical strategies
● Learn ways to help reduce stress, worries, anxiety and build confidence
● Understand what you can do at home to prepare your child(ren) for their next steps
● Ask questions and discuss any concerns you may have

We look forward to welcoming you.

Kindest regards,
Mrs Bishop and Miss Jones  

Important Message - Sports Day Cancellation

Looking at the intense heat that is predicted for next 
week, we have taken the difficult decision to cancel 
Sports Days.

We carefully considered the wellbeing of the children, 
staff and parents/ carers/ grandparents and younger 
siblings who may have been coming to watch.

Our PE coaches will be making sure the children have 
some fun, safe activities to enjoy instead, but parents 
will not be able to come along.

Thank you for your understanding
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Stay Sun Safe 
We all love spending time in the sun, but it's important that your children are safe. As 
the weather gets warmer, please apply suncream to your child at home and ensure 
they bring a named sun hat to school each day.

How do you stay safe in the sun?
● Stay indoors and out of the sun. This is especially important at midday, when the 

sun’s rays are strongest.
● Cover up. Wear long-sleeved shirts and long trousers to protect your skin. If they 

are in light colours and fabrics, you won’t get too hot.
● Wear a hat. Protect your head!
● Wear sunglasses to protect your eyes from the sun’s rays.
● Apply sunscreen regularly, especially if you are playing sports or swimming. Use 

a high SPF and check the expiration date on your sunscreen.

 

Chalvey Grove Parking Notice
Please do not stop or park on the entrance markings, yellow zig-zag lines, 
or on the curb. We have received complaints from residents about blocked 
driveways and unsafe parking.

Please be respectful and abide by road laws and do not:
● Mount or parking on the curb as this blocks pedestrians, wheelchair 

users, or pushchairs,
● Parking on yellow zig-zag lines is illegal.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration for our local community.

Stay Hydrated – Drink Plenty of Water
Keeping hydrated helps children to stay focused, energised, and ready to learn 
throughout the day. Even mild dehydration can affect concentration, mood, and 
memory.

Why hydration matters:
● Improves concentration and focus in lessons
● Boosts energy levels and reduces tiredness
● Supports physical health, including digestion and temperature control
● Helps prevent headaches and irritability

Please ensure your child brings a named water bottle to school every day. We 
encourage regular drinking and refilling throughout the day.
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Click here to complete the form 

https://forms.gle/kZQnMKmvARxPESQL6
https://forms.gle/kZQnMKmvARxPESQL6
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Snacks permitted at 
Montem Academy 

Healthy eating plays an 
important role in 
children's wellbeing, 
concentration, and 
readiness to learn. At 
Montem, we are 
committed to helping 
children develop healthy 
habits and make positive 
food choices that support 
their learning throughout 
the school day.

We have recently 
noticed an increase in 
children bringing 
high-sugar and 
unhealthy snacks to 
school. These foods can 
negatively affect 
children's energy levels, 
concentration, behaviour, 
and readiness to learn 
following breaktime. To 
help all children return to 
class focused and ready 
to achieve their best, we 
expect snacks brought 
into school to be 
healthy and nutritious.

Thank you for your 
support in helping our 
children stay healthy, 
focused, and ready to 
learn.
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Year 6 Chessington Trip

Our Year 6 pupils enjoyed their much-anticipated trip to Chessington World of Adventures. The visit 
provided a wonderful opportunity for the children to celebrate the end of their primary school 
journey together and create lasting memories with their friends.

The children had a fantastic day exploring the park, enjoying the rides and attractions, and sharing 
lots of laughter and excitement along the way. It was lovely to see them celebrating their 
achievements and reflecting on the friendships they have built during their time at school.

We were incredibly proud of the pupils, whose behaviour throughout the visit was exemplary. They 
represented the school brilliantly, demonstrating maturity, respect and responsibility at all times, and 
were excellent ambassadors for our school community.

The trip was a fitting way to mark the end of their primary school years, and we are delighted that the 
children were able to enjoy such a special experience together.
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Massive Congratulations! 
Huge congratulations to our three incredible cellists for achieving 
Distinction in their recent cello exams!

Your hard work, endless hours of scales, and dedication to your craft have 
truly paid off. Bringing such passion and precision to the instrument is no 
small feat, and we couldn’t be prouder of this brilliant achievement.

Keep making beautiful music, and celebrate this well-deserved success! 
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Year 5 & 6 Girls' Cricket 
Success

This week, a group of our Year 5 
and Year 6 girls proudly 
represented the school in cricket 
competitions.

On 17th June, selected pupils took 
part in the Federation Girls' 
Cricket Tournament, where they 
demonstrated excellent 
teamwork, determination and 
sportsmanship throughout the 
day. The girls battled well all day 
and managed to secure an 
impressive 3rd place finish.

On 18th June, selected pupils 
competed in the Slough Dynamo 
Girls' Cricket Competition. The 
girls managed to win all of their 
group games, resulting in a 
three-way play-off for the top 
positions. Showing great 
resilience and skill, they secured 
2nd place overall and have now 
been invited to represent Slough 
at the Cricket Berkshire Finals – a 
fantastic achievement!

We are incredibly proud of all the 
girls who participated in these 
competitions. Not only did they 
showcase their sporting talents, 
but they also displayed exemplary 
behaviour and were fantastic 
ambassadors for the school. Well 
done to everyone involved!
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Hands-On Maths in Reception

This week, Reception have been learning all about capacity in their maths lessons. The children have 
been busy exploring and measuring different containers, comparing how much each one can hold. 
They have been developing their mathematical vocabulary by using and understanding key terms 
such as full, half full, nearly full, nearly empty and empty. Through a range of practical, hands-on 
activities, the children have enjoyed investigating capacity and applying their new learning in a fun 
and engaging way.
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Lark in the Park

Lark in the Park will be on 
Friday 3rd July. Children will 
be dismissed from their classes 
at 2.00pm into the care of their 
parents or carers. Children 
can’t attend Lark on their own, 
so if they usually walk home 
alone, we will send home a slip 
for you to tell us what the 
arrangements are for that day.

We are really looking forward 
to this year’s event and can’t 
wait to see you all there.

Please note: This year, instead 
of cash, you will be able to pre 
order a spending card, value 
£5 or £10 which you can spend 
around the stalls. You can buy 
as many as you need, so no 
one will need to rely on having 
the right change or cash on 
the day - more details to 
follow!
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