
Principal’s update

At Montem, we know that reading is at the heart of 
learning. One of the most valuable things you can do at 
home is read regularly with your child. Just a few minutes 
each day can make a real difference to their confidence, 
vocabulary, imagination and enjoyment of books.

Reading together is about much more than practising 
words. Talk about the story, ask questions, discuss new 
vocabulary and encourage your child to share their 
thoughts and predictions. Even as children become 
confident independent readers, they still benefit 
enormously from reading with and being read to by an 
adult.

By working together, home and school can help every 
child develop not only the skills to become a successful 
reader, but a love of reading that will last a lifetime.

Thank you for continuing to make reading a special part 
of your child’s day.

Mrs Nel
Principal

18th September 2026
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Dates for your diary

Early Reading Workshop
22nd September 2026
School Photo Day
19th October 2026
Fireworks Display
 9th November 2026
Tickets available soon!
Half Term
26th October - 30th October 
Inset Day / Parent’s Appts
2nd November 2026
Parents Meeting
2nd November (2pm - 8pm)
End of Term
Friday 18th December 2026

Additional inset days have 
been set as 2nd November, 4th 
January and 28th May.

 

Attendance
The class with the best attendance 
this week is: 

🥇1st place:  
4 Sequoia - 99.67%   

🥈2nd place: 
2 Redwood - 99.33%    

🥉3rd place: 
4 Cedar - 99.33%   

Classes with 100% attendance 
will have a non-uniform day 

“Reading is a 
passport to 
countless 

adventures.”                     
- Mary Pope Osborne
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At Montem, we are passionate about 
developing a lifelong love of reading. 
Our books are carefully selected to 
provide children with a broad, diverse 
and exciting range of high-quality texts 
that introduce them to different authors, 
cultures, experiences and perspectives.

Through our timetabled ‘Read @ 3’ 
sessions, children have dedicated time 
to enjoy and explore these texts with 
their teacher, building their confidence 
and encouraging them to engage with 
increasingly rich and challenging books.

Above all, we want every child at 
Montem to experience the joy of 
reading and discover books that excite, 
inspire and stay with them long after the 
final page.



Montem Newsletter



Montem Newsletter

Late Pick Up Reminders
Sports Clubs
Please remember you 
need to collect your child 
from the Jane Hassan 
playground at 4.30pm 
promptly.
This is the playground 
near the pedestrian 
entrance on Chalvey 
Grove.

Late Pick Ups
Please remember to collect 
your children from class or 
clubs on time. There is no 
provision for them after these 
times.
You will be issued with fines if 
you are persistently late.



New Communication App

We are moving to the Juniper 
Education Parent App as our main 
platform for school communication. 
ClassDojo will no longer be used.

Please sign up as soon as possible 
so you do not miss important 
updates and information about 
your child. You should have already 
received an email invitation with 
instructions on how to register.

Here is a screenshot of the email to 
look out for. Please check your junk 
or spam folder if you cannot find it.

If you need support setting up the 
app, please speak to our Digital 
Lead, Mr Clottey, who will be happy 
to help.

Contacting Your Child’s Teacher

You will be able to contact your 
child’s class teacher using a 
dedicated class email address, 
which will be shared with families 
shortly.
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Arts Award
Montem Academy’s blog is now live on the Arts Award website.

We are extremely proud of the art provision in school, but particularly 
of that available to our visually impaired, or hearing impaired children.

Art is tactile, it is emotional, and it is a universal language. 

Please take the time to check out our post here:

Touching the imagination; Discovering the Arts without sight or sound.

https://blog.artsaward.org.uk/touching-the-imagination-discovering-the-arts-without-sight-or-sound
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This week in Nursery, our pupils 
have been exploring the story 
"Going to School" and drawing fun 
comparisons between their own first 
full week and the characters' 
experiences. While everyone is still 
settling into new routines, getting to 
know their teachers and friends, and 
learning school expectations, the 
children have shown tremendous 
enthusiasm and a fantastic attitude 
toward learning! Our 'Star Words' 
this week are classroom and rules, 
which we will be referencing 
regularly during carpet sessions and 
daily activities. 
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Our Reception pupils have settled 
wonderfully into school life and are 
becoming increasingly confident in their 
new environment. We have been very 
busy exploring and learning through a 
range of exciting activities. The children 
have been discovering their five senses, 
making their own playdough, sorting 
different objects, and expressing their 
creativity through painting.
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Online Safety


